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with armed or dangerous suspects, in-
progress felonies, tracking missing persons 
or suspects, building searches, searches for 
articles or evidence, including narcotics, 
and public demonstrations.

Wyoming Police K-9 dogs live at home 
with their handlers and their families. 
They are protective of their family and 
home, and the children of K-9 handlers are 
especially proud of the dogs. “Every kid is 
proud their mommy or daddy is a police 
officer,” said Adams. “Add a dog to the mix, 
that’s pretty awesome. “

MAYOR’S Message
Welcome to a new school year in Wyoming. I hope our students are 

eagerly anticipating their return to the classroom and to school sports, 
bands and choirs. We at City Hall always look forward to a new school 
year, as the we see an increase in the number of students attending 
Council meetings and classes visiting and touring the building and 
meeting employees. 

For students and adults who take an interest in being involved in 
their local government, we have many opportunities.  From T.E.A.M. 

21 to our many boards, committees and commissions, all citizens are invited to apply and 
participate. Visit www.wyomingmi.gov/Government/Boards&Commissions.asp to learn 
more. 

I’d like to wish a sucessful school year to Wyoming students and thanks to the 
community volunteers, teachers, staff and administrators who do so much for our students 
and our citizens.  I hope you all have a great year and  that you be involved and be informed.

           
  Mayor Jack A. Poll

Wyoming Police K-9 Dogs 
Embody Special Traits 

Randy Adams has been a police officer 
for 24 years, and works with his 5 year-old 
Belgian malinois, Mojy, in the Wyoming 
Police Department K-9 Unit. 

Police K-9 dogs are chosen as puppies 
after an extensive selection process. Officers 
look for specific traits, including confidence 
in environments that are unfamiliar. Dogs 
must not be timid, for instance, on slippery 
linoleum floors, on stairs or in the dark.  The 
dogs must be curious, extremely energetic 
and most importantly, driven. “Our dogs 
will play fetch anywhere,” said Adams. 
“They’ll go through walls to get a ball.”

Wyoming Police K-9 dogs are certified 
in obedience, agility, suspect search, 
evidence search apprehension, tracking 
and narcotic detection.

Sgt. Dan Mahoney commands the K-9 
Unit, an enhanced support function for 
the Patrol Division and other departmental 
functions. The primary functions of the K-9 
unit are to respond to calls of incidents 

Wyoming Public Safety 
Citizen’s Academy

The Wyoming Public Safety 
Department has announced the 2013 
Citizen’s Academy.

The seven-week academy will be held 
Tuesday nights from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Sept. 
24 through Nov. 5.  Classes will take place at 
the Wyoming Department of Public Safety, 
2300 DeHoop Ave. SW.  Participants will 
receive a tour of the Public Safety Building 
as well as a fire station tour.

Participants will meet Wyoming 
Department of Public Safety leadership 
and personnel including Director James 
Carmody, Chief Bob Austin and Captains 
Kim Koster and Kip Snyder.  The academy 
will cover a broad range of public safety 
topics.

Discussion topics will include:
•	 Functions and roles of the Public 

Safety Department
•	 Criminal investigations and crime 

scene processing
•	 Functions and roles of the patrol officer
•	 Specialty teams within the department 

including K-9, tactical teams and more
•	 Technology in public safety
•	 Functions and roles of the Wyoming 

Fire Department
•	 Equipment available to public safety 

officers
The final class will include a graduation 

and recognition ceremony for participants. 
The academy is free for participants, 

however registration is required and seats 
are limited.  

For more information or to register 
for the 2013 Citizen’s Academy, visit 
http://www.wyomingmi.gov/police/
citizenpublicacademyflyer.pdf, or contact 
Lt. Scott Beckman at 530-7366.



The Wyoming Parks and Recreation 
Department is looking for partner 
businesses to sponsor or host the 2013 
Pumpkin Path event.

The event will be held on Saturday, Oct. 
12 at Lamar Park, 2561 Porter St. from 5 – 
7 p.m. and will include a pumpkin carving 
and decorating contest.

Sponsorship opportunities for 
businesses or organizations wishing to 
support the event are available at levels 
from $50 - $500.   There is no charge for 
businesses who wish to host a table, 
although they are requested to provide a 
carved pumpkin for the walking path and 
a coupon, goodie or toy to hand out to 
walkers.

Pumpkin Path is free for attendees. This 
year, organizers expect 2,500 children will 
participate in Pumpkin Path activities.

For more information on how to 
become a Pumpkin Path sponsor or 
host, visit http://www.ci.wyoming.mi.us/
ParksRec/PumpkinPath.asp. 

Voters overwhelmingly supported 
incumbents Kent Vanderwood and Sam 
Bolt in the Aug. 6 election primary election.

Five candidates appeared on the ballot 
for two open council member at large seats. 
Results were:
•	 Vanderwood – 1,811 votes (38 percent)
•	 Bolt – 1,669 votes (35 percent)
•	 Ivan Assenov – 560 votes (12 percent)
•	 Awilda Diaz – 485 votes (10 percent)
•	 Shake Broukian – 260 votes (5 percent)

Because Vanderwood and Bolt each 
received more than 25 percent of the votes 
cast, each was declared elected by the Kent 
County Board of Canvassers. The council 
member at large seats will not appear on 
the November 5 general election ballot.

Mayor Jack Poll was the only candidate 
who filed for his current office, and William 
Ver Hulst is the sole candidate for the open 
first ward council member seat.  These 
candidates will appear running unopposed 
on the November ballot. Several school 
districts are also expected to have proposals 
on the November ballot.

For more information on your voter 
registration status, polling location or to 
view a sample of the November ballot, visit 
http://www.michigan.gov/vote. 

August Primary 
Election Results

Telephone Numbers 
Mayor’s Office ......................................... 530-7227
City Manager ........................................... 530-3173
City Clerk .................................................. 530-7296
Police Department ................................ 530-7300
Fire Department .................................... 530-7250
Public Works ............................................ 530-7260
Utilities ...................................................... 261-3550
Planning & Community
Development .......................................... 530-7258
Parks & Recreation................................. 530-3164
Building Inspections ............................. 530-7285
Assessor .................................................... 530-7231
District Court ........................................... 257-9814
Treasurer ................................................... 530-7280
Utility Billing ............................................ 530-7389
Wyoming Senior Center ...................... 530-3190
Wyoming Public Library ...................... 784-2007  

Meetings 
City Council Meeting | on the first and third 
Mondays of the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall in 
the Council Chambers.

City Council Work Sessions | on the second 
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall in 
the Council Chambers.

Planning Commissions Meetings | on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall in 
the Council Chambers.

Zoning Board Of Appeals | on the first and third 
Monday afternoons of the month at 1:30 p.m. at 
City Hall in the Council Chambers.

Parks & Recreation Commission | on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. at City Hall 
in the West Conference Room 

Wyoming City Council 
Jack Poll, Mayor

Sam Bolt, Mayor Pro tem, 
Council Member-at-Large

Dan Burrill, Council Member-at-Large

Kent Vanderwood, Council Member-at-Large

Bill VerHulst, 1st Ward Council Member

Richard K. Pastoor, 2nd Ward Council Member

Joanne Voorhees, 3rd Ward Council Member

Reach Us Online
www.wyomingmi.gov 
www.twitter.com/WyomingCityHall
www.facebook.com/cityofwyoming

LIBRARY NEWS The ADULT BOOK CLUB is a friendly, informal discussion on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room.  September’s topic is Kathleen 
Grissom’s The Kitchen, followed in October with Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine Brooks. 
November’s title is The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins.  BRIGHT BEGINNINGS WITH JULIE 
JAMES features fun with crafts, rhymes, songs and more for children ages 6 and under with 
a caregiver.  Mondays Sept. 9, Oct. 14 and Nov. 11 at 10:30 a.m.  TODDLER TIME will nurture 
your toddler’s love of books through music, movement and stories. For children ages 3 
and under with a caregiver.  Wednesdays, Sept. 11 through Nov. 27 at 10:30 a.m. FAMILY 
STORYTIME lets families share books, rhymes, music and movement.  For children 6 and 
under with a caregiver.  Tuesdays, Sept. 10 to Nov. 26 at 10:30 a.m. and Thursdays, Sept. 12 
to Nov. 21 at 10:30 a.m. Can’t make it during the day? EVENING STORYTIME is held Tuesdays, 
Sept. 10 through Nov. 26 at 6:30 p.m. During RHYME TIME MUSIC AND MOVEMENT kids 
move and groove together with action rhymes, songs, games and hands-on musical 
activities.  Fridays, Sept. 13 to Nov. 29 at 10:30 a.m. ESL CONVERSATION CLUB alows adults 
to practice with others who are learning English.  Presented in partnership with the Literacy 
Center of West Michigan.  Wednesdays, Sept. 11 through Nov. 20, at 10 a.m.  For further 
details on these and other programs, stop in the library to pick up a program guide, check 
out our web page at www.kdl.org, call 784-2007 or follow on Twitter at http://twitter.com/
KDLnews.
FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS CAR SEAT INSPECTIONS will be available Thursday, Sept. 12 
and Thursday Oct. 10 at Wyoming Fire Station #1, 1500 Burton St. S.W. from 5 to 8 p.m. Pre-
register by calling Safe Kids of Greater Grand Rapids at 391-7233 ext. 2.
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Pumpkin Path Seeks 
Sponsors and Hosts


