


Fats, Oils, and Greases are 't just bad for your arteries 
and your waistline; th 're bad for sewers, too. 

Sewer overflows ,and backups can cause health hazards, damage home interiors, and
 
threaten the env,ironment. An increasingly common cause of overflows is sewer pipes
 

blocked by grease. Gl"ease gets into the sewer from household drains as well as
 
from poorly maintai'ned grease traps in restaurants and other businesses.
 

Where does the 
grease come from? 
Mosr of us know grease as tbe byproduct of cooking. 

Grease is found in such til ings as: 

Nkar fats	 Food scr,ips 

•	 Lard • Bal<ing goods 
•	 Cooking oil • Sauces 
•	 Shorrcning • Dairy products 
•	 Butter and margarine 

Too ofren, grease is washed into the plulnbing system, 

usually th rough I he kitchen si llk. Crc:1SC' sticks to the 
insides of sewer pip,,·s (horh on )'OUT property and 
in rhe streets). Over time, rhe grease can build up 
and block rJ1C entire pipe. 

Home garbage disposals do nO! keep grease out 
of the plumbing system. These unirs only shred solid 
Ill;Htfial in l"O smaller pieces and do not prel'l·llt grease 
tJ"om goi ng clown rbe d.raill. 

Commercial addirives, including derergt:nrs, rhal 
claim ro dissolve grease may pass gre,lse dmvn rhelin", 
and cause problems in ol:her areas. 
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The results con be: 
Raw sew,lgt: overflowing in your horn,,·
 
or your neighbor's home;
 

•	 An expensive and unpleasant cleanup that 
ohen must be paid for by you, the homeowner; 

Raw sewage overHowing into
 
parks, yards, and Streets;
 

the drain ha;;keL~/srrainers•	 Poten ri:l.l coman 
with disl'ase-C<'lusing into [he trash for disposal. 

organ isms; and 
4)	 Speak with your friends 

An increase in operation 
and neighbors about 

and maintenaucc: costS fl)r 
rhe problem of greaselocal sewer departments,
 

wh ieh causes higber sewer
 in the sewer system and 

bilk for customers. how to keep it Ollt. Call 

your local sewer syStcl1l 

;HHhoriry if you hay!;; 

any questions. 

What we can 
do to help 
The easiest way ro solve rhe grease problem and help 
prevent oved-lows of raw sewage is to keep rhis marerial 

out of rJ)(, sewer system in the first place. 

There are several ways to do this.
 
1) Never pour grease down sink drains or jmo wilets.
 

2)	 Scrape grease and food scraps l-rom tl'ays, plates, 

POts, pal~, utensib, ,1Ild grills ,1Ilel cooking surfaces 

into a can or the nasll j'or disposal (or recycling 

where available). 

3) Do nor put grease down garbage disposals. Put 

baskers/strainers in sink drains to catch food scraps 

and other solids, and unpry 


