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Chief James Carmody.  “Each of these 

men and women has gone beyond what 

is expected of them and distinguished 

themselves in service.  We are proud to 

have them in our department.”

   An awards board, which consists of 

a broad representation of department 

personnel, is tasked with the duty of 

reviewing and determining award 

recipients.

MAYOR’S Message
    

Spring is upon us!  With the snow gone, our minds go to the 

opportunities of a new spring season.  For some it might be yard 

work; planting " owers and prepping the yard for the summer.  

For others, it might be  spring sports and returning to ball # elds 

and sports venues for another season of games.  Whatever your 

plans, I hope you # nd opportunities to get out and enjoy the 

spring season.

Here at the City of Wyoming, the spring season always brings budget time.  Over the 

next month, City Council will review and consider the City of Wyoming budget for the 

upcoming # scal year.  Part of the process includes opportunities for you, the citizens, to 

share your thoughts, concerns and questions with members of the City Council.  We are 

committed to providing quality services and making decisions in the best interest of the 

city.  As always, be involved and be informed.   Mayor Jack Poll 

Police Department Honors O$  cers

   The Wyoming Police Department 

recently recognized several o$  cers and 

one civilian  sta%  member who have 

distinguished themselves through their 

service and dedication to the community 

and the department.  Those who were 

honored include:

   - O$  cer Ross Eagan (pictured at right), 

 2011 O$  cer of the Year;

  - Shannon Hansen, 

 2011 Civilian of Year;

   - O$  cer Devon Holmberg, 

 Achievement Award;

   - Lt. Thomas Groen, 

 Chief’s Award of Excellence;

   - Detective Jeremy Walter, 

 Certi# cate of Merit. 

   Additionally, several o$  cers were 

recognized with letters of commendation, 

safe driving recognitions and 

departmental unit citations.

   “I am pleased to recognize these 

o$  cers for their tremendous service to 

the Wyoming community,” said Police 

Fence Heights Increased 

    Thinking about building a fence around 

your yard this year? You might be glad to 

know that Wyoming recently amended 

the ordinance concerning fence heights 

and setbacks.

    All front yard fences may now be built 

to 36 inches and the side and back fences 

can be built to six feet.

    If your house is located on a corner lot, 

you can also build your front fence to 36 

inches anywhere in the yard. A fence along 

the secondary front yard, or side-street, 

may also be built to 36 inches within the 

# rst 10 feet or up to six feet for a fence 

setback further than 10 feet.

    The City Council made its decision to 

allow for these increased fence heights 

after determining that it would not 

interfere with safety or the aesthetics of 

the neighborhoods.

    “Safety is our # rst concern,” said Tim 

Cochran, Wyoming City Planner. “All 

front yard fences cannot exceed 36 

inches so that there will not be any visual 

obstruction for people backing out of 

their driveways. We also understand that 

privacy is a main factor for many people 

desiring greater fence heights. Side yard 

fences on corner lots have been increased 

to enhance the sense of privacy people 

feel in rear yards.

    “Aesthetics are also a consideration and 

these new heights will maintain the visual 

appeal of our neighborhoods.”

    The Planning Commission and City 

Council evaluated fence heights and voted 

on the new requirements following several 

variance requests as well as changes in 

the fence materials industry. Standard 

heights for some pre-manufactured 

fencing materials have changed and this 

change in the ordinance will make it easier 

for residents to comply when using such 

materials.



 Telephone Numbers
Mayor’s O!  ce ......................................... 530-7227

City Manager ........................................... 530-3173

City Clerk .................................................. 530-7296

Police Department ................................ 530-7300

Fire Department .................................... 530-7250

Public Works ............................................ 530-7260

Utilities ...................................................... 261-3550

Planning & Community

Development .......................................... 530-7258

Parks & Recreation................................. 530-3164

Building Inspections ............................. 530-7285

Assessor .................................................... 530-7231

District Court ........................................... 257-9814

Treasurer ................................................... 530-7280

Utility Billing ............................................ 530-7389

Wyoming Senior Center ...................... 530-3190

Wyoming Public Library ...................... 647-3980  

Meetings
City Council Meeting | on the " rst and third 
Mondays of the month at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall 
in the Council Chambers.

City Council Work Sessions | on the second 
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall in 
the Council Chambers.

Planning Commissions Meetings | on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall in 
the Council Chambers.

Zoning Board Of Appeals | on the " rst and third 
Monday afternoons of the month at 1:30 p.m. at 
City Hall in the Council Chambers.

Parks & Recreation Commission | on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at City 
Hall in the West Conf. Rm.

Wyoming City Council
Jack Poll, Mayor

Sam Bolt, Mayor Pro tem, 
Councilmember-at-Large

Dan Burrill, Councilmember-at-Large

Kent Vanderwood, Councilmember-at-Large

Bill VerHulst, 1st Ward Councilmember

Richard K. Pastoor, 2nd Ward Councilmember

Joanne Voorhees, 3rd Ward Councilmember

LIBRARY NEWS   ADULT BOOK CLUB - Please join us on the third Tuesday of each month 

at 6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room for a friendly, informal discussion.  April’s book 

selection is The Art of Racing by Garth Stein.  Please Look after Mom by Kyung-sook Shin 

will be discussed on May 15.  FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE - The Friends will  host 

a two-day book sale on April 20 and 21.  The sale will be from 9:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.  On the 

21st, starting at 2:00 p.m., you can purchase and " ll a bag for $3.  EASTER CLOSING - The 

library will be closed for Easter on April 8.

FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS  CAR SEAT INSPECTIONS - will be available  on  April 12 and 

May 10, at Wyoming Fire Station #1, 1500 Burton St. S.W., from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Please 

contact Safe Kids of Greater Grand Rapids at 391-7233, ext. 2, to schedule an appointment.  

OUTDOOR FIREPLACE REGULATIONS - An “outdoor " replace” shall be a manufactured 

device that is fully enclosed with a lid.  A noncombustible barrier at least 18 inches in 

width shall surround the outdoor " replace.  Outdoor " replaces shall not be placed closer 

than 20 feet to any combustible material and not closer than 20 feet to adjoining lot lines.  

Outdoor " replaces shall be used only for burning of wood or other solid fuel and shall 

not be used for the burning of garbage or yard waste including, but not limited to, grass 

clippings, brush, leaves and paper.  Fire Rings are prohibited.  Questions? Call the Fire 

Administration O!  ce at 530-7250 or check the Fire Department page of the City website.

PARKS AND RECREATION NEWS  2012 SUMMER BROCHURES will be arriving in your 

mailbox later this month!  Whether it is learning a new computer skill, improving your 

health, participating in a sport, or cooling o)  at a splash pad, the Parks and Recreation 

Department has many options for fun ways to spend your summer!
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LEAF PICK UP & YARD 
WASTE OPTIONS

ASH TREE REMOVAL 
AT IDEAL PARK

   Tree removal was recently initiated at 

Ideal Park to address 58 Ash trees that 

were infected with the Emerald Ash 

Borer (EAB).  The EAB has devastated 

the Ash tree population in Michigan.  

Ash trees were scattered throughout 

Ideal Park and impacted the safety and 

aesthetics of the park.  By removing 

the dead trees, all citizens who use the 

park will have a safe environment for 

recreational activities.  

   A tree replanting program will be 

initiated in the fall of 2012 and 2013.  

Department sta)  is working to secure 

grant funding to aid in the purchase of 

replacement trees.

       Spring curbside leaf pick up is 

scheduled for Saturday, April 21.  Leaves 

must be in paper yard waste bags and 

should be placed at the curb on Friday 

evening, April 20.  Brush can also be placed 

at the curb.  Brush must be tied in bundles 

no longer than 4 feet.

   The drop-o)  site will be open for 

extended hours beginning on Monday, 

April 2.  The site will be open to Wyoming 

residents Monday through Friday, 7:30 

a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and on Saturdays from 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the disposal 

of yard waste items.  The site is closed 

on legal holidays.  Please remember, no 

commercial dumping is permitted, no bags 

are permitted and residents must register 

and show identi" cation each time they use 

the site.

   In addition to these options, Public Works 

also o) ers a rent-a-trailer program for 

leaves only.  These trailers and additional 

information on all of the options listed 

can be obtained by contacting the Public 

Works O!  ce at (616)530-7260.  Happy 

spring cleaning!


