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Wyoming Parks & Recreation 

The job of providing  
high quality, safe after-

school, recreation, 
leisure programs and 

park facilities is a 
challenge we work hard 
to fulfill with a goal to 
exceed expectations. 

 
Through continued 

support and 
participation, the City of 

Wyoming Parks and 
Recreation Department 

is able to make a 
difference in citizen 

quality of life and work 
toward building a 

sustainable community. 



The mission of the City of Wyoming Parks and Recreation Department is to provide ser-
vices that positively impact the social, economic, health and environmental quality of our 
community. Our vision is to offer services that allow community members to experience 
physical, mental, and social benefits through their leisure time participation, providing op-
portunities for young people, adults, and senior citizens to live, grow, and develop into 
healthy, contributing members of our community. We are committed to providing leisure 
and recreation opportunities by developing and maintaining green spaces, facilities, and 
programs to enrich the quality of life for the citizens of the City of Wyoming. 

• Increased property values 

• Improved community health and wellness 

• Reductions in juvenile crime 

• Nature preservation 

• Economic development 

Our mission & vision... 

Just a few of the benefits of parks & recreation... 

Our millage story... 
to ask voters to approve a 
dedicated millage to continue 
operations of the parks and 
recreation department. In 
1995, a five year, 1.5 mil 
levy was approved by voters 
in a 2 to 1 margin. In 2000 
voters were asked to extend 
the millage on a permanent 

basis. In a 3 to 1 margin, 
voters overwhelmingly 
approved the millage 
which today, and for fu-
ture generations, allows 
for the operation of the 
parks and recreation de-
partment. 

In 1994 the City made the 
difficult decision of closing 
its parks and recreation de-
partment in order to offset 
deficits in its General Fund. 
At that time a citizens group 
led by Richard Myers suc-
cessfully obtained over 8,000 
signatures in a petition drive 
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2007 Daddy & Daughter Dance, creat-
ing memories, building family connec-
tions. 

Fishing at Battjes Park. 

“Loved everything and 
I think we are lucky to 

have these free 
activities for our kids.  

I am a low income 
home owner and it’s 
great.” –  Pumpkin 

Path participant 
evaluation comment  

Financial Health Page 4 

Key Initiatives Pages 5, 7, 8 

Recreation Programming Highlights Pages 6, 9—13 

Wyoming Senior Center Pages 7, 11—12 

Park Facilities Pages14—16 

Powerful Partnerships Page 17 

Inside this report... 



FY 2007 Financial Highlights 
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Wyoming Parks & Recreation 

Santa joins in the fun at the 
annual Great Candy Cane Hunt 
held at Pinery Park and the 
Wyoming Senior Center. 

Grants are the largest 
area of revenue growth 
for the Wyoming Parks 

and Recreation 
Department in 2007. 

Revenue   

Dedicated Millage 77% $3,252,784.41 

Grants 14% $589,027.27 

Fees 6% $259,725.74 

Donations .5% $22,975.41 

Miscellaneous 2.5% $118,041.06 

Sub-total  $4,242,553.89 

Expenses   

Administration 18% $751,853.86 

Park Facilities 52% $2,130,083.78 

Wyoming Senior Center 10% $400,471.55 

Recreation (Youth, Family, Adult) 9% $385,315.49 

Stepping Stones (Therapeutic Recreation) 3% $113,123.10 

T.E.A.M. 21 (After-school Program) 8% $348,944.58 

Sub-total  $4,129,792.36 

Total  $112,761.53 
 

Positive balance reverted to reserve fund balance for grant matching and 
future capital needs.  

Revenues & Expenses
End of Year Close
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Building Upon Accessible Facilities, Programs 
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Not since the closure of Jackson Park 
Pool has the community enjoyed pub-
lic outdoor water recreation. With its 
universal design everyone can enjoy 
Wyoming’s first splashpad located at 
Lamar Park.  

Community engagement is the foun-
dation of strategic planning within 
the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. 

“All the programs 
offered that we have 
participated in have 
been excellent.” – 

participant evaluation 
comment  

2007 once again found the Wyoming Parks and Recreation Department working to expand rec-
reation opportunities for people with disabilities. Much of the year was spent planning and con-
structing the community’s first universally accessible splashpad, a unique water playground. 
Open in July, the splashpad used creative design elements to ensure the maximum amount of 
participation by able-bodied children, and children challenged by permanent and temporary 
disabilities. Flush surfacing and textured concrete provide tactile experiences for the visually 
impaired and improved gait performance and traction for children and adults presented with 
physical disabilities. Vibrant colors, varying heights, and selections of water sprays provide 
stimulation for able-bodied children as well as creating an environment to engage children with 
autism. The department also purchased two aquatic wheelchairs for public use. 

This past year also saw the expansion of the Stepping Stones program, our nationally recog-
nized therapeutic recreation program serving at-risk, homebound older adults. With generous 
support from the Kent County Senior Millage, this grant funded program was able to expand 
services through increased staffing of two full-time Certified Therapeutic Recreation Special-
ists. 

Finally, the community’s universally accessible playground, Frog Hollow hosted our first 
adaptive Play and Learn Program. By expanding Play and Learn to Frog Hollow children 
with various abilities were able to engage in play, arts and crafts, and other recreation in a su-
pervised park setting.  

Strategic Planning Engages Community Youth, Adults 

Once every five years the City of Wyoming undertakes a detailed process in soliciting citizen 
input in defining needs and priorities for the provision of recreation programs and development 
of the Wyoming park system. Required by the State of Michigan, creating a community recrea-
tion master plan includes years of research. The plan scheduled to be adopted in January of 2008 
will be built upon this year’s discussions with the community which included: 

 * Interviews with four adult citizen focus groups with meetings held at the   
  Wyoming Public Library and Wyoming Senior Center 

 * Interviews with pre-teens and teenagers from Godfrey-Lee Public Schools, 
  Godwin Heights Public Schools, Grandville Public Schools, and Wyoming 
  Public Schools 

 * Staff, Parks and Recreation Commission, and consultant review of all 21 park 
  properties 

 * Two public design forums and City Council adoption of a revised Oriole Park 
  Master Plan 

 * Two public design forums and City Council adoption of a renovation plan for 
  the Wyoming Senior Center (as developed out of the public input process 
  known as the Senior Visioning Initiative) 



During this past year 31,576 people took part in recreation programs, from art classes to soccer 
leagues to belly dancing. Almost 240 programs were offered throughout the year, not including 
grant funded programs such as T.E.A.M. 21, our after-school program, Stepping Stones,  our 
therapeutic recreation program for homebound older adults, and Transportation Assistance for 
disabled older adults.  

2007 Leisure, Health & Wellness Program Distribution 

Making a difference, impacting lives... 
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Encouraging children to exercise, 
meet new friends, and have fun is 
the foundation of our special Day of 
Play held annually at Lamar Park. 

Fitness classes improve a person’s 
health, body image, and sense of 
wellbeing. 

“I enjoyed spending 
time with my son while 

he learned the skills 
that help him feel 

better about himself.” 
– participant 

evaluation comment  

2007 Program Distribution by Age Category 

Youth 21% 

Adult 25% 

Older Adult 51% 

Family 3% 

Number of Programs Funded 
By: 

Millage  201 

Fellowship Club 38 

Grants 3 

Total 242 

Service 
Area 

Program 
 

Annual Participation  
 

Youth Play & Learn 5,857 

 Soccer 683 

 Gymnastics 308 

 Dance Classes 100 

Adult Softball 1,746 

 Fitness Classes 1,136 

Older 
Adult 

Dance Classes 596 

 Health Screenings/Service Assistance 504 

 Art, Crafts, Ceramics Programs 233 

Family Pumpkin Path 1,850 

 Parent/Child Programs 153 

Various programs are highlighted below. Annual participation is based on individual program 
registration, and/or daily registration for drop-in programs. For a complete listing of our almost 
240 programs and their results please contact the Wyoming Parks and Recreation Department. 



Partnerships with public school districts in 
the City of Wyoming have allowed the 
Wyoming Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment to broaden its offerings of programs 
at the Wyoming Senior Center.  This year, 
the annual Senior Prom, All-U-Can-Eat 
Pancake Breakfast and Senior Biographies 
are programs that were made possible due 
to middle and high school involvement.   

The Wyoming Park High School student 
council continues to lead the planning and 
implementation of the Senior Prom.  Stu-
dent council members plan the prom 
theme, handle decorations and during the 
night of the event, they serve refreshments 
and fill in on the dance floor as needed. 

Once a year, Godfrey Lee Middle School 
students use the kitchen facilities at the 
Wyoming Senior Center to whip up an All-
U-Can-Eat Pancake Breakfast for older 
adults.  All proceeds from the event are 
donated to the Godfrey Lee Middle School 
Field Trip Scholarship Fund. 

Rogers High School students venture to 
the Wyoming Senior Center to interview 

older adults for Senior Biographies, a class 
project where the student is charged with writ-
ing a “mini-biography” regarding the older 
adult’s life history.  Once completed, the stu-
dents then return to the Center to present their 
biographies to the older adults that they inter-
viewed.  

distribution through Mars Hill Bible Church’s 
special activities held at Lamar Park. Our goal 
is to use creative, cost conscious approaches to 
promote recreation programming as a means 
to effectively maximize tax dollar support. 

Finally, the department, recognizing market-
ing as a primary focus of 2007, engaged a 
public relations/marketing intern from Central 
Michigan University. A 15 week internship 
resulted in the department having marketing 
plans for Youth Soccer, Teen programming, 
and Outdoor/Environmental programs. 

 

As a dedicated millage supported opera-
tion, it is deemed extremely important that 
the Parks and Recreation Department in-
form the citizens about its operations and 
program offerings. By doing so, we assure 
accountability to the greater public and 
maximize citizen investment through in-
creased participation.  

In 2007, recreation staff developed cross 
marketing strategies to increase program 
promotions. This included collaborations 
with Old Country Buffet allowing for flyer 
displays at area restaurants, and event flyer 

School District Partnerships Enhance Programming 

Expanding Service Through Marketing 
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Above—Godfrey Lee students cook 
up a great breakfast at the senior 
center. 
 
Across– Wyoming Public students 
lead the way at the annual senior 
citizen prom. 

The 2007 annual Christmas Bazaar 
held at the Wyoming Senior Center 
saw over 1,300 attendees.  

Wyoming Parks and 
Recreation 

Department utilizes 
business model 
thinking in its 

approach to providing 
recreation programs 

and services.  



Statistical information from the Michigan Department of Education indicates that almost 24 
million U.S. school-age children have working parents and many of these children receive no 
adult supervision during their out-of-school time.  When left unsupervised, children are most at 
risk between 3:00 pm and 6:00 pm according to the United States Department of Justice as chil-
dren are more likely to commit or be victimized by crime; to smoke, drink or use drugs; to en-
gage in premature sexual activity; or to get involved in gang-related activity.  As children grow 
up in this type of environment, research indicates that they are likely to struggle in school and 
suffer poor health, according to the Delta Strategy Community Report Card 2002-03. Given this 
alarming news, the importance of after-school programming cannot be underestimated. 

Over the past three years, the T.E.A.M. 21 After-School Program, a collaborative venture be-
tween the Wyoming Public School District and the Wyoming Parks and Recreation Department, 
has been providing students at Parkview Elementary, Taft Elementary and Rogers Lane Ele-
mentary a safe and structured, learning and caring environment during out-of-school time.  
Funded through grant monies from the Michigan Department of Education as a part of the No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001, T.E.A.M. 21 offers academic, health/wellness and recreation/
leisure components to assist children in becoming not only better students but also better citi-
zens. 

During FY 2007, 438 unique children participated in T.E.A.M. 21, which was a 22% increase 
from FY 2006.  Over $500,000.00 of grant and in-kind monies are utilized annually to operate 
all three sites requiring no matching school district or city funds for the five-year period of each 
grant.  

Partnership and collaboration play significant roles in the success of the T.E.A.M. 21 After-
School Program.  FY 2007 saw the involvement of Life Guidance Services implement character 
education curriculum, known as Project Charlie, into T.E.A.M. 21 programming.  
 
T.E.A.M. 21 staff are involved in the implementation of Project Charlie, and were required to 
attend training before utilizing the 14 week curriculum which covered such topics as unique-
ness, put-downs, strengths, feelings, anger, sadness, family, friendship, bullying, decision mak-
ing, tobacco and drug use. 
 
The sustainability of T.E.A.M. 21 is greatly impacted when other local organizations give of 
their resources, like Life Guidance Services, to strengthen and diversify programming.  Other 
T.E.A.M. 21 partners include the City of Wyoming Police and Fire Departments, Taft Adopt-A-
Block and Mixed Greens (a local non-profit organization that focuses on nutrition and food sys-
tem education).  

After-school Programming Vital to Wyoming’s Future 

Joint Efforts Needed to Ensure Success 
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Wyoming Parks & Recreation 

Mentoring, education, and fitness join 
together in making a difference in 
children through after-school program-
ming. 

T.E.A.M 21 engages families in 
school and community special 
events. 

FY 2008 will be the 
fourth year for the 

elementary school grant 
and the first year for the 
middle school grant.  As 
each grant is allowable 
for a maximum of five 
years, sustainability 
planning will be an 

important component for 
T.E.A.M. 21 in FY 2008.  



On Thursday, July 27, 2006, over 450 children gathered at Lamar Park to enjoy a day of fun and fitness.  
When Mayor Carol Sheets ended her opening address by kicking a soccer ball, the children were off to 
activities such as a mile run, dodge ball, kickball, soccer, disc golf and even a couple of off-beat options 
like “Knockout” volleyball and “Soccer” bowling.   

The intent of Day of Play is to encourage children to be active through play. All of the activities were 
things that children could do on their own or with kids in their neighborhood.  The activities were designed 
to be more about fun and less about structure, another common deterrent to children being active. 

Start Smart youth sport programs 
to introduce children, and their 
parents, to sports in a non-
competitive environment. 

Start Smart youth sports pro-
grams allow the children and 
parents to learn the physical 
fitness aspect, basic skills and 
simple games of the sport, allow-
ing children and parents to enjoy 
play while combining fitness and 

According to the National Alli-
ance of Youth Sports (NAYS), 
“Start Smart programs…help 
kids get ready for sports…and 
succeed in life.  It is a step-by-
step approach that builds confi-
dence and self-esteem and makes 
sports fun.”   

By partnering with NAYS, the 
Wyoming Parks and Recreation 
Department has started offering 

skill development along with 
fun. 

Start Smart Basketball and Start 
Smart Soccer were offered dur-
ing this past fiscal year and Start 
Smart Golf will be added to the 
offerings in FY 08.  

“Start Smart” Sports Added for 3-6 Year Olds 
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Parents build  relation-
ships with children, and 
improve their own fit-
ness through Start 
Smart programs. 

Skill development part of 
Start Smart program. 

“The instructor was 
very nice and did a 

great job engaging the 
kids.” 

Start Smart 
participation 

evaluation 

Wyoming’s Day of Play 



Play and Learn, a summer weekday drop-in activity based program for elementary age chil-
dren held at various elementary schools and parks in the City of Wyoming, continues to draw 
strong participation.  In the summer of 2006, the daily average participation was 50 children 
per site with 500 unique children attending the six-week long program.  The program meets 
from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm and 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm each day, providing arts and crafts, games, 
sports and field trip opportunities for children, keeping children active and engaged during 
non-school time.  

In an era when video games and travel team sports usually dominate leisure time pursuits for 
elementary and middle school students, one activity that continues to be of interest is bowling.  
Participation in the Wyoming Parks and Recreation Department’s youth bowling program con-
tinues to be strong.  The 2007 spring session saw a 34% increase in participation compared to 
the same session in 2006.  While there has always been a social component to bowling, it is 
important to note that physical and mental benefits are obtained by participants, as well.  That is 
especially important today as we continue to battle the issue of youth obesity and inactivity.  

Programs Keep Kids Active All Year 
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Expanding children’s learning experi-
ences and friendship circles are all 
part of the Play & Learn program.  

Bowling builds math skills, 
coordination, and general 
fitness. 

“Excellent and fun 
activity.  Made you 
more aware of who 

was in our 
neighborhood.”  - 

participant evaluation 
comment 

Play and Learn Total Participations
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Dinosaurs, Pirates and Super 
Heroes, along with a few 
Princesses and Care Bears 
got an early start on the Trick 
or Treat season at Lamar 
Park on Saturday, October 
14, 2006 as a part of the 
Wyoming Parks and Recrea-
tion Department’s 3rd An-
nual Pumpkin Path.   

Over 2,000 children and 
1,500 adults descended on 
Lamar Park to visit over 80 
local businesses and organi-
zations who hosted tables 
along the Pumpkin Path.  
These table “hosts” handed 
out treats and promotional 
items regarding their prod-
ucts and/or services.  

Businesses benefit greatly 
from the exposure to prospec-
tive customers, all the while 
giving in community service.  
 
This year’s lead event spon-
sor was Metro Health Hospi-
tal. 
 

visits to Wyoming Parks and 
Recreation Department spon-
sored caches were logged on 
www.geocaching.com!  
Many comments were re-
ceived from people who 
never knew some parks ex-
isted, encountered wildlife 
(deer, turkey, great blue her-
ons, etc.) and greatly appreci-
ated the City becoming ac-
tively involved in Geocach-
ing. 

How do you get people inter-
ested in the great outdoors in 
a primarily urban setting?  
You engage them in a high-
tech scavenger hunt in City 
of Wyoming parks.  Geo-
caching, as it is known, uses 
GPS (global positioning sys-
tem) units to identify coordi-
nates attributed to caches 
(“the hidden treasure”) that 
are located in area parks.  

In seven months over 600 

Currently, Wyoming main-
tains nine caches while per-
mits for individual and pri-
vate cache placements for 
public use can be obtained by 
contacting the department.  
While there is no cost for a 
permit, an application is re-
quired, and approval is neces-
sary, for an individual to 
place a cache in a City of 
Wyoming park. 

Dinosaurs & Pirates Build Business Connections 

Geocaching Newest Outdoor Offering 

Summer Party Added to Special Event Schedule 
carnival games, an inflatable 
moonwalk, food and bever-
ages and other great activi-
ties, including a magic show, 
to officially “kickoff” the 
summer season. 

With the addition of the Sum-
mer Kickoff Party, the de-
partment has strengthened its 
special event offerings  in-

cluding the Pumpkin Path 
and Candy Cane Hunt and 
Lunch with Santa.  These 
special events offer the citi-
zens of Wyoming great fam-
ily entertainment at little or 
no cost thanks to the sponsor-
ship and volunteer support 
received throughout the year.  

Over 300 people of all ages 
experienced a great start to 
the 2007 summer at the first 
annual Summer Kickoff 
Party held at Pinery Park.  
With sponsorship from the 
Wyoming Senior Center Fel-
lowship Club, the Wyoming 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment provided a midway of 
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Children prepare to enter the fun 
at the annual Pumpkin Path. 

Clowns and carnival games 
were featured at the inaugu-
ral Summer Kick-off Party. 

“….Great way for (us) 
to become familiar 

with some of the local 
businesses and have 

family fun.”  
– Pumpkin Path 

participant evaluation 
comment  



The Wyoming Parks and Recreation De-
partment received a $900 grant from the 
Wyoming Community Foundation’s Youth 
Advisory Committee (YAC) to assist with 
the purchasing of equipment for Youth 
Tennis Camps.  Fifteen (15) adult and 15 
youth size racquets and a racquet stand for 
storage and tennis balls were purchased in 
the summer of 2006 to enhance the pro-
gram and provide equipment for those in-
dividuals who may not have their own. 

Goals for the grant include introducing the 
sport of tennis to more area youths.  This was 
accomplished by partnering with T.E.A.M. 21, 
our collaborative after-school program pro-
vided with Wyoming Public Schools.  
Through T.E.A.M. 21, over 120 students re-
ceived tennis lessons, many of whom had 
never played tennis before.   

A $5,000.00 grant received from Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan to enhance fitness pro-
gramming for older adults is still reaping benefits for the Wyoming Parks and Recreation De-
partment.  Held at the Wyoming Senior Center, during each session of the “Sweet and Low” 
and “Forever Fit” older adult fitness program, participant vitals (blood pressure and endurance 
capacity) are checked at the beginning and end of the session.  2007 spring session reported 
results were: 

 74% of participants demonstrated a sustained blood pressure reading 

 18% of participants demonstrated a decreased blood pressure reading 

 77% of participants demonstrated a sustained endurance capacity 

 11% of participants demonstrated an increased endurance capacity 

Foundation Grant Brings Tennis To Youth 

Grant Kicks-off Health Improvement Of Older Adults 
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A Wyoming Community Founda-
tion Youth Advisory Committee 
(YAC) grant secured needed equip-
ment for tennis program.  

Stepping Stones uses a variety 
of therapy techniques including 
Aquatic therapy . 

Between 1990 and 
2000, persons aged 65+ 

residing in Wyoming, 
Michigan increased 

12.5% 
 

According to the US 
Census, Michigan can 

anticipate residents 
aged 65+ to grow 71% 

by 2030. 

Stepping Stones Supports At-risk Older Adults 

The demand continues to grow for this innovative in-home recreation therapy program provided 
for adults aged 60 and better.  Completing its eighth year of service, Stepping Stones has pro-
vided 7,199 hours of treatment to over 600 individuals in Kent County.  This year, the program 
has expanded its service to include aquatic therapy.   The most current data affirms: 

 40% of participants have benefited by aquatic therapy. 

 86% of program participants report increased quality of life. 

 61% report increased leisure participation levels one month after discharge. 

 53% of participants were successfully reintegrated back into the community or met 
 their personal/program goals.  



From low-impact aerobics to tap & jazz, from ceramic classes to wood carving, a variety of 
programs can be found at the Wyoming Senior Center. Constructed in 1977, the center is lo-
cated at 2380 DeHoop SW, between 28th and Burton Streets.  While the majority of funding for 
the center’s operations comes from the dedicated parks and recreation millage, the Wyoming 
Senior Fellowship Club, a non-profit member driven organization, provides $50,000 - $60,000 
annually in support of social programs (bingo, volunteer recognition dinners, etc) and facility 
needs. All center programs are open to older adults aged 55+ from throughout the Grand Rapids 
metropolitan area, however non-resident, resident, and member, non-member fees apply. There 
are no fees to enjoy the center for drop-in programs such as cards, billiards, hearing screenings, 
tax assistance, etc. 

A 2.6% increase in participants resulted in 8,682 Go! Bus tickets provided in 2007 for door-to-
door transportation assistance for older adults who would otherwise be homebound. Program 
participants use tickets to:  
 
• access medical appointments 
 
• access leisure & social activities, including attending the Wyoming Senior Center 
 
• obtain food 
 
• attend work, volunteering, and misc. errands 

Wyoming Senior Center—A Center For Active Living 

Transportation—A Lifeline for Older Adults 
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In addition to golf and bowling 
leagues, card clubs are very popu-
lar at the Wyoming Senior Center. 

Often the waiting area for Go! Bus 
riders is filled to capacity. 

“The instructor is 
great! She really knows 

what she is talking 
about and does a good 

job of explaining 
things.” 

 
Comments from an 

older adult art program 
participant 

Annual Wyoming Senior Center Participation Rates 
     

FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 

68,945  61,553  54,416  59,588  63,874 
(Based on Monthly Report Statistics) 
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“This thank you note is extended to all of the wonderful people who work so diligently 
to take care of the beautiful parks and trails here in Wyoming MI. I moved here re-

cently and am blessed to have such lovely areas to walk in and enjoy in the midst of an 
urban area. To everyone from those who plan their maintenance to those who perform 

it—thank you!” 

Michelle (via an unsolicited letter) 

Many school districts, churches and private companies annually seek use of Wyoming’s many 
park facilities to host athletic and special events. Use for organizations and individuals in-
creased 30% in FY 2007.  This was the third straight year of growth for these permits.  Some of 
the organizations that made athletic and special event requests this fiscal year included: 

 Wyoming Public Schools   Michigan Special Olympics Area 11 

 Kelloggsville Public Schools  ViChem Corporation 

 Godwin Heights Public Schools  Classic Chevrolet 

 Godfrey Lee Public Schools  Gordon Food Service 

 Tri-unity Christian Schools  Amerikam 

 Potter’s House Christian Schools  American Cancer Society 

 Aquinas College    Mars Hill Bible Church 

 Pinery Park Little League   Cherry Street Health Services 

 Wyoming Jaycees   Hispanic Baseball League 

 South Kent Recreation Association 

Athletic and Community Event Requests Increase 
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Wyoming’s ball fields are known 
throughout the West Michigan area for 
their quality.  

Maintaining quality turf reduces  
participant injury and enhances 
community aesthetics.  

“Very helpful. We 
needed extra tables 

without seats and the 
young men set them up 

right away.” 
 

- facility survey 
comment 

Athletic & Special Event Usage

0

20

40

60

80

FY 04 FY 05 FY 06 FY 07

Fiscal Year

A
m

ou
nt



The City of Wyoming is blessed with 665 acres of park land.  Our facilities include 2 lodges, 12 
picnic shelters, 23 softball and baseball  diamonds, 12 basketball courts,  29 tennis courts, 6 
sand volleyball courts, 20 playgrounds, 1 skateboard park, 1 in-line hockey court, and, new this 
year, 1 splashpad. Annually we operate and maintain 16 restroom facilities, including a new 
restroom constructed at Frog Hollow this year. 

Park Facilities Grow In Numbers 

Maintenance Staff Work To Ensure Safe, 
High Quality Facilities 

Rate Of Use, Surveys Affirm Quality 

During this past year 920 reservations were accepted for lodge, shelter, and section rentals at 
Pinery, Lamar, and Ideal parks. As self-reported by user groups, 33,947 people enjoyed the park 
system through these reservations.  Annual reservation surveys affirm: 

 * 99% of patrons were satisfied/very satisfied with the conditions of our facilities 

 * 85% of patrons were satisfied/very satisfied with our restrooms 

 * 91% of patrons were satisfied/very satisfied with park safety 

 * 95% of patrons were satisfied/very satisfied with office personal, with  
  100% being satisfied/very satisfied with the reservation registration process 

 * 98% of patrons were satisfied/very satisfied with service by park maintenance 
  personnel when encountered 
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Family time is fun time at 
Pinery Park. 

Staff adjusts lighting at Lemery 
Park. 

“This was a great 
place for a family 

reunion, for adults and 
children.  We are 

definitely having it 
there again next year!  

Great!” 
 

- reservation survey 
response 

Distribution of Park Maintenance Services for FY 2007

26%

47%

9%

3%

9% 6% Landscape Maint.

Facility Maint.

Athletic Field Maint.

Winter Maint.

Equipment Maint.

Other
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Much of the year was spent designing and constructing Wyo-
ming’s first universally accessible splashpad. With support from 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation Access to Recreation Grant and 
the dedicated Parks and Recreation Operation Millage, the water 
playground opened to the public in July 2007. Located at Lamar 
Park, cost of the project was $253,875. 

Following two years of opening, Frog Hollow Park—every child’s 
playground, saw the addition of a restroom. The new, fully accessible 
facility opened in time to host the park’s inaugural year of Play and 
Learn programming in early July 2007. With funding provided by the 
Parks and Recreation Operational Millage and donation support by the 
Teamsters Local 406, the total construction cost was $102,145. 

The Wyoming Parks and Recreation Department would like 
to acknowledge the contributions of Wyoming’s Engineering, 
Inspections, and Planning and Development Departments in 

ensuring the success of our 2007 capital projects. 

Park Cost 

Battjes $19,602  

Buck Creek Nature 
Preserve 

$16,075  

Ferrand  $4,460  

40th Street  $2,862  

Frog Hollow $11,121  

Gezon  $42,392  

Hillcroft  $8,625  

Ideal  $65,417  

Jackson  $13,219  

Kimble Field $21,761  

Kelloggsville  $23,151  

Lamar $102,119  

Lemery  $43,505  

Lions  $685  

Marquette $22,638  

Oriole  $16,665  

Palmer Field $10,381  

Pinery  $117,204  

Prairie  $10,524  

Southlawn $9,948  

The following table reflects basic equip-
ment and wage costs attributed to each 
park’s operation for FY 2007. Employee 
benefits and consumable supplies (e.g. 
stone dust, toilet paper) are not included.  

Cost Report by Park 
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Our supporters work directly with the Parks and Recreation Department to bring quality 
recreation programs and park facilities to the citizens of Wyoming. We sincerely apologize if 

we have inadvertently left an organization, or business from this listing.  

Wyoming Parks & Recreation 

AARP 
Altrusa 
Aquinas College 
Area Agency on Aging of Western Michigan 
Bayberry Farms Village 
Blandford Nature Center/Mixed Greens 
Calvin Christian Schools 
Delta Strategies 
Disability Advocates of Kent County 
District 7 Umpire Association 
Edward Jones 
First Assembly Church 
Godfrey Lee Public Schools 
Godwin Heights Public Schools 
Grand Rapids Community College 
Grand Valley State University 
Heartland Health 
Holland Home 
Laurels of Hudsonville 

Mars Hill Bible Church 
Mercantile Bank 
Metro Health Hospital 
Michigan Commission for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired 
Michigan Amateur Softball Association 
Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns 
Michigan Recreation and Park Association 
Mixed Greens 
Old Country Buffet 
P.M. Blough Inc. 
Papa Murphy’s 
Park Center Lanes 
Parkview Elementary PTA/PTO 

Macatawa Bank 

Pinery Park Little League 
Pines Golf Course 
Pizza Cab Company 
Premier School of Dance 
Rogers Heights Christian Reformed Church 
Rogers Lane Elementary PTA/PTO 
Rogers Lane Neighborhood Association 
Senior Meals Program Inc. 
South Kent Recreation Association 
St. John Vianney Catholic Church 
Taft Adopt-a-Block 
Taft Elementary PTA/PTO 
Teamsters Local 406 

Theresa Wolf Hearing Consultants 
Visually Impaired Persons Association 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
Walgreen’s 
Wesley Park United Methodist Church 
West Michigan Physicians 
West Michigan Recreation and Park Association 
Wyoming Planning and Development Department 
Wyoming Clean Water Plant 
Wyoming Community Foundation 
Wyoming Engineering Department 
Wyoming Fellowship Club 
Wyoming Fire Department 
Wyoming Inspections Department 
Wyoming Lions Club 
Wyoming Park United Methodist Church 
Wyoming Police Department 
Wyoming Public Schools 

The Giving Gardens 

Our 2007 Partners, Sponsors 
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Making a difference, making headlines... 
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The City of Wyoming is a Promoting Active Communities Bronze Level award winner 
from the State of Michigan Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness, Health and Sports. 
This award recognizes the community’s commitment to creating and maintaining poli-
cies, facilities, and programs that encourage residents to integrate physical activity into 
their daily routines.  Wyoming is a network member of more than 70 Michigan com-
munities who have earned a Promoting Active Communities Award. 

Wyoming Parks & Recreation 

Wyoming Parks & Recreation 
Creating Community Through People, Parks, and Programs! 

Wyoming Parks and Recreation Department 
1155-28th St SW, Wyoming MI 49509 

Phone: (616) 530-3164 
Fax: (616) 249-3400 

Email: parks_info@ci.wyoming.mi.us 


